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CHAP. IV,

OF THE   ANALYSIS OF MINERALS*

A HE progress which the art of analysing minerals has
made within these last twenty years is truly astonishing.
To separate five or six substances intimately combined  Analyses of
^                        mineral?.
together, to exhibit each of them separately, to ascer-
tain the precise quantity of each, and even to detect
the presence and the weight of substances which do not
approach T|^-th part of the compound, would, at no
very remote period, have been considered as a hopeless,
if not an impossible, task; yet this can now be done
with tolerable accuracy.
The first person who undertook the analysis of mi-  Begun by
nerals was Margraff of Berlin.    His attempts were in-     argr   *
deed rude ; but their importance was soon perceived by
other chemists, particularly by Bergman and Scheele,
whose industry and address brought the art to a consi-
derable degree of perfection.
But their methods, though they had very consider-
able merit, and, considering the state of the science, are
wonderful proofs of the genius of the inventors, were
often tedious and uncertain, and could not in all cases
be applied with confidence.     These defects were per- improved
ceived by Klaproth, who applied himself to the ana- fcy Kla-
lysis of minerals with a persevering industry which no-